
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Manor Primary School 
 Subject: Year 5  

Autumn Term: En route pour l’ecole (Our Way to School) 
 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will learn to say the alphabet in French and continue to gain confidence in using numbers. They learn how to understand and use names for places in their local 
area. They follow and give directions, and they describe their route to school. They learn some strategies for keeping a conversation going. 

Core Aims  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 
authentic sources. 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation. 

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 
studied. 

Children should be taught: 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding 

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link 
the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help* 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures 

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that 
are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary 

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express 
ideas clearly 

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 
(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of 
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar 
to English.  

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Show an understanding of what is being said by responding to words, longer phrases and questions with increased confidence. 
 Listen to new vocabulary and make sensible predictions about what is being said. 
 Respond in sentences giving short details and simple phrases 
 Begin to use the correct intonation 

 Use a dictionary to help find words 
 Begin to write simple and compound sentences independently 

 

Outcomes 
Children will: 

 extend their knowledge of places around the school  
 talk about everyday routines and subjects studied during the school da 
 revise telling the time to the hour and extend this to using quarter-hours and minutes 
 revise some adjectives to describe appearance. 

Cross Curricular links: 
English – labelling  

Computing  

Mathematics – directions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  Resources  

To identify places in school in 
French.  

Places in school 
Stick photographs of some places in the school on the board, explaining what each one is. Start with some 

familiar places, eg Voici le terrain de sport, le jardin, la cour (de récréation), les toilettes. Then introduce 

some new places, eg Voici la grande salle (the hall), la salle de classe (the classroom), la bibliothèque (the 
library), la cuisine (the kitchen), l’entrée principale (the main entrance), le parking (the car park). Then 
turn them over. Alternatively, use images on the interactive whiteboard and then conceal them. 
Explain to children that they are going to do a five-minute challenge. Write the names of the places on the 
board and ask children to work with a talk partner to decide what they think each word means in English. 
Encourage them to use a dictionary to cross-check. 
Invite feedback and ask children how they identified the words. Encourage them to see that there are words 

(eg l’entrée, le parking), (the car park) that are similar in French and in English and to use their existing 
knowledge of French words, eg grand, sport, to help them find the meaning. 
 
Reveal the photographs again and children say the words after you in chorus. Invite a volunteer to come to 
the front. Say, for example,  
Je cherche la salle de classe (I’m looking for the classroom). The child touches the correct photo and says 
Voici la salle de classe. Repeat with other volunteers. Ask individual children to come out and take the 
teacher’s role. 
 
Children play Pelmanism in pairs with double sets of small-sized photographs of places in the school. The 
photos are placed face down. The first player turns one over and says to his or her partner, for example, 

Je cherche l’entrée principale. The second player turns over a photo and says Voici + the name of that 
room. If the photos match, the second player keeps the pair; otherwise they are placed back face down on 
the table. The winner is the player with the most matching pairs. 
Extension: Children use a dictionary to find names of other places around the school to put in a word bank. 
Remind the children to use their knowledge of phoneme–grapheme correspondence to help them pronounce the 
new words. 
Extension: Children play a memory game where each child says a new word or phrase that they remember 
from the lesson. As an extra challenge, ask children to recall the words or phrases that other children said. 
They share their strategies for remembering vocabulary. 
 

 Photographs of places in 
the school 

 French dictionaries 
 Statement cards about the 

school day 
 Flashcards with symbols of 

school subjects 
 Slips with partial written 

statements  
  

To identify places in school in 
French.  
To use directional vocabulary.  

Tour of our school 
Stick some photographs of places around the school on the walls. Keep others in your hands. Revise the 

names of the places on the walls by pointing and saying, for example, Voilà la salle de classe (There is the 

 Photographs of places in 
the school 

 French dictionaries 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

 classroom) and Voici l’entrée principale (Here is the main entrance) for those that you are holding. Ask 

children to identify the difference between voici and voilà. Give children an imaginary (or real) tour of 
the school, pointing out the different places. When you say voici, they point near to them and when you say 

voilà, they point across the room / further away.  
At the same time, draw their attention to the language structures ici and  
là (here and there). Encourage children to start using this language for themselves when they are moving 
around the school for different activities, eg assembly or break time. 
 
Revise some known activities by giving children an action to copy as you say the phrase, eg Je 
lis/mange/joue. Add some new ones, eg Je cours  
(I run) and Je travaille (I work). Children can then take on the teacher’s role and mime an action, while 
their classmates work out which verb phrase they need to match. 
Explain to children that they are going to take a visitor on an imaginary walk around some places in school 
and say the activities that they do in each area. Ask children to stand up (Levez-vous!) and to listen, repeat 
and mime as they pretend to walk around school, eg Voici la bibliothèque. Ici, je lis (Here is the library. I 

read here), Voilà la grande salle. Là, je mange (There is the hall. I eat there). Alternatively, show the 
photos used at the start of the unit again, and get children to complete sentences, eg Voici la salle de classe. 
Ici je … 
 
Show children a variety of photos from a French school, and discuss some of the differences between school 
life in France and in England.  
 
Give each group of four children an envelope containing two pictures of places in a French school, a 
selection of sentences that introduce an area in the school and some that say what activity someone does 
there. Children look at the pictures and find the appropriate sentences to describe them. They arrange these 
to make a short written text. Ask some groups to show their pictures and read aloud their texts. 
Children write their own short texts on a place in their school, using the above as a model. Some children 
will need the support of a writing frame 

 Statement cards about the 
school day 

 Flashcards with symbols of 
school subjects 

 Slips with partial written 
statements  

 

To identify activities around 
school.  
 
 

Activities around school 
Number six photos of an area in school (1–6) and six photos of activities  
in school (1–6). Divide the class into two teams. A child in the first team throws a die and calls out the 
number. A second child rolls another die  
and calls out that number. Children in the second team call out the corresponding area of the school and 

activity. If this combination makes sense, the team wins a point, eg Voici la bibliothèque. Ici je lis. If it 

 Photographs of places in 
the school 

 French dictionaries 
 Statement cards about the 

school day 
 Flashcards with symbols of 

school subjects 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

doesn’t make sense, the other team gets a point, eg Voici l’entrée principale.  
Ici je mange. 
 
Play Clock Bingo to revise telling the time. Ask children to make a Loto card by drawing six clock faces 
showing times on the hour. Use these for  
a quick Bingo game. 
 
Use a large clock face as you model how to say the time on the quarter hour, eg Il est cinq heures et quart 
/ moins le quart (It is quarter past/to five). Call out some times at random and children show you these 
on their own small clock face. Invite an individual child to call out a time and the class race to show this 
on their small clock face. The first child to show and then repeat the correct time becomes the caller for 
the next round.  
 
Model minutes past and to the hour, using five-minute intervals, eg Il est cinq heures cinq, dix, et quart, 
vingt, vingt-cinq, et demie (It is five past, ten past, a quarter past, twenty past, twenty-five past, half past 
five) and Il est cinq heures moins vingt-cinq, moins vingt, moins le quart, moins dix, moins cinq (It is 
twenty-five to, twenty to, a quarter to, ten to, five to five). Perform a Mexican Wave (see Unit 3, Section 
5) around the class, going around the clock in five-minute intervals, eg Il est deux heures, il est deux  
heures cinq, etc. 
 
Explain to children that you are going to say some sentences in which you will use a time, an area in the 
school and an activity, eg Il est deux heures et quart. Voici la salle de classe. Ici je travaille. (It is a quarter 
past two.  
 
 
Here is the classroom. I work here.) Ask children to listen carefully and only repeat if what you say makes 
sense. Use visuals to support less confident children. To consolidate the activity, show the pictures and texts 
on the interactive whiteboard. Give the children a few moments to read, before asking them whether the 
sentences make sense. 
 
 
Ask children to show on a small clock face or draw on their mini-whiteboard the time that you say. Invite 
them to work in pairs to create some sentences about school that involve that time, a place and an activity. 
 

 Slips with partial written 
statements  

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Give children the beginning of a song to the tune of ‘Nice one Cyril’ (see ‘Points to note’ for suggestions). 
Ask children to work independently or in groups to create their own verse. Some will benefit from having a 
phrase bank or photographs as prompts. Conduct the class and bring in each group to perform their verse. 
 

To know everyday school routines 
in French. 
To know school subjects in 
French.  
  
 
 
 

Everyday routines and school subjects 
In pairs, give children six statement cards about the school day. These should include a time, a place where 

an activity happens and an everyday school activity that is new to the children, eg J’arrive à l’école (I 
arrive at school), C’est l’appel (It’s registration), C’est la récré (It’s playtime), C’est le déjeuner (It’s 
lunchtime), C’est la fin de la journée (It’s time to go home). An example of a statement: Il est neuf heures. 
Voici la salle de classe. C’est l’appel. (It is nine o’clock. Here is the classroom. It is registration.) Ask children 
to read the statements with their partner and put them into the correct order according to the time of day. 
Ask them to decide what the everyday routines are. Provide some children with picture cards to help them. 
 
Stick onto the board a mixture of word cards with school subjects,  

eg le français (French), le sport (PE), les maths (maths), les sciences (science), l’anglais (English) and 
everyday school activities. Point to each one and say the words. 
 
Stick flashcards with symbols of the school subjects on the board as you say them and children repeat. Ask 
the children to close their eyes (Fermez les yeux) and remove a card. Ask them to open their eyes (Ouvrez les 
yeux) and say which card is missing. Repeat, taking one card away each time until they can say all of the 
items from memory.  
 
Name an everyday activity or school subject and ask children to suggest the nearest time when it usually 

happens, eg Les maths – c’est à quelle heure? C’est à neuf heures ou c’est à deux heures? When children 
are confident, invite a volunteer to take the teacher’s role. 
 
Revise the structure practised in the first activity, but incorporating school subjects, eg Il est dix heures. Voici 
la salle de classe. C’est les maths.  
(It is ten o’clock. Here is the classroom. It is maths.) 
Give children some mini-flashcards with the symbols of school subjects.  
In pairs, they ask and answer each other’s questions about the times of these lessons. They can use real or 
imaginary times. 
 
Extension: Children make posters with times and written captions to show a day’s activities. 

 Photographs of places in 
the school 

 French dictionaries 
 Statement cards about the 

school day 
 Flashcards with symbols of 

school subjects 
 Slips with partial written 

statements  
 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

To use French vocabulary to 
describe myself.  
 
 
 

Describing yourself 
Revise the key adjectives used to describe appearance, eg by referring to pictures of famous people/cartoon 
characters. 
 
Explain to children that you are going to pretend to be another teacher who works at the school, and describe 
yourself. Give simple personal information, such as age, likes and dislikes, hobbies, hair and eye colour and 
role in the school. Ask children to write notes / jot down key words they hear on mini-whiteboards. 
 
Hand out some partial written statements from the above description, ending with Je m’appelle ... Individual 
children try to fill in the blanks using the notes they made on their mini-whiteboards. They then read out 
their description and complete it, eg Je m’appelle ... Mr Smith. 
In pairs, children work on a description of another teacher. Give them key words on a prompt sheet to help. 
They should take it in turns to practise asking and answering the questions, and then try them out on the 
rest of the class. Can they guess who is being described? 
 
Once pairs have performed their dialogue, the class suggest two good points and one for further 
improvement.  
Extension: Children work with a partner to create a new conversation about a real or imaginary person and 
perform this to the class. 
Extension: Children use familiar language to write a short piece about themselves. 
 
 

 

 
• to understand the main points 
and simple opinions in a spoken 
story, song or passage  
• to understand longer and 
more complex phrases or sentences  
• to read and understand 
the main points and some detail 
from a short written passage 
 
 
 

Playing detectives 
Explain to children that they are going to be detectives and find out who the key people in their school are. 
Show them a series of ‘mysterious’ words. They copy you by saying these in a ‘mysterious’ voice, eg le 
directeur (headteacher), le professeur (teacher), le concierge (caretaker), la secrétaire (secretary), la femme 
de service (dinner lady), la cuisinière (cook). Children guess who these people are. Use mime and gesture to 
help with meanings. 
 
Play a version of Le Pendu (Hangman), using the question Qui est-ce? (Who is it?) Ask children to guess 
the identity of three members of staff in turn. Each false guess means that another part of the hangman 
is drawn. Draw children’s attention to the use of the third person singular (Il/Elle  
a …) instead of the first person singular (J’ai …) to describe four pieces of information. 
 

 Photographs of places in 
the school 

 French dictionaries 
 Statement cards about the 

school day 
 Flashcards with symbols of 

school subjects 
 Slips with partial written 

statements  

 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

 to use context and previous 
knowledge to help 
understanding and reading 
skills 

 Firstly, hair colour, eg Il/Elle a les cheveux blonds/noirs/ roux/châtain (He/She has 
blonde/black/red/brown hair), then eye colour, eg Il/Elle a les yeux bleus/marron/verts (He/She has 
blue/brown/green eyes). Give children a third piece of personal information and then lastly their role in 
school. 
 
Invite the class to discuss what kind of information they needed to decide the identities of the members of 
staff and why the third person singular was used. 
 
 
Give each group of children an envelope in which there are sets of clues about a member of staff. Give 
one member of the group a card with the name and role in the school of the mystery person. They keep this 
secret. Give the groups five minutes to decide who this person is and write their name and role in the school 
on a mini-whiteboard. They can make as many guesses as they like within the five minutes until they get it 
right.  
The child with the answer card keeps a tally of how many guesses it takes. 
 
 
If possible, take a digital photograph of members of staff. Insert into an interactive whiteboard screen and 
draw round the photograph. Delete the photograph and let children recognise the staff from the outline. 
They can then say in French what colour the hair and eyes should be. They should gradually see a 
recognisable image of the person concerned. Children feed back, saying how many guesses it took and what 
clues helped them. 
 
 
 
 

 

 to apply the knowledge, skills 
and understanding in this 
unit 

End of Unit 
Children collaborate to share their new knowledge around the school. They make a staff ‘Who’s who’ board 
for the front entrance. They take digital photos and write captions of two or three short sentences about 
each person. 
Some children make badges for members of staff with their roles in French. Others make door labels with 
people’s photo, name and role. 
 
Some children write pen portraits of staff for the school newsletter. They interview, in French, any 
members of staff with knowledge of the language and write this up for the newsletter. 

 Photographs of places in 
the school 

 French dictionaries 
 Statement cards about the 

school day 
 Flashcards with symbols of 

school subjects 
 Slips with partial written 

statements  



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Some children create illustrated ‘wanted posters’ of staff or of their classmates that are displayed around 
the school. 
 
Children form film crews. They make a digital video of the school, deciding who will operate the camera 
and who will be the presenter. They then edit the video, using accessible software. They can share the video 
with a partner school abroad or with other schools in the local area. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

LANGUAGE 

Core language 

la salle de classe the classroom 

l’entrée principale (f) the main entrance 

la cour the playground 

le terrain de sport the sports field 

 

Je cherche I’m looking for 

Je cours I run 

Je travaille I work 

 

ici here 

là  there 

 

Il est deux heures et quart,  It is a quarter past,  

moins le quart a quarter to two 

Il est deux heures cinq, dix,  It is five, ten, twenty, 

vingt, vingt-cinq twenty-five past two 

Il est deux heures moins  It is twenty-five, twenty, 

vingt-cinq, vingt, dix, cinq ten, five to two 

 

le déjeuner lunchtime 

 

le/la professeur the teacher (m/f) – general term 

le maître / la maîtresse primary school teacher (m/f)  

  (French children use ‘Maître’ and ‘Maîtresse’  

 in the same way that English children use 

 ‘Sir’ and ‘Miss’.) 

 

Il/Elle a … He/She has  

 
 
 

Additional language for this unit 

la grande salle the hall 

la bibliothèque  the library  

la cuisine the kitchen 

le bureau the office 

le parking the car park 

la salle des profs the staff room 

la maternelle the nursery 

 

le début de la journée start of school (lit. the start 

 of the day) 

la récréation (‘la récré’ for short) playtime 

l’appel (m) registration 

la fin de la journée home-time (lit. the end 
 of the day) 

 

le directeur / la directrice the headteacher (m/f) 

le/la concierge  the caretaker (m/f) 

le/la secrétaire the secretary (m/f) 

la femme de service the dinner lady 

le cuisinier / la cuisinière the cook (m/f) 

  

les cheveux blonds/noirs/roux/ blonde/black/red/brown hair 

châtain  

les yeux bleus/marron/verts blue/brown/green eyes 

Additional language for teachers 

Fermez/Ferme les yeux Close (plural/singular) your eyes 

Ouvrez/Ouvre les yeux Open (plural/singular) your eyes 

 

J’ai les cheveux ... I have ... hair 

J’ai les yeux ... I have ... eyes 

Qui est-ce? Who is it?   

 


